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Qatar

Perhaps best known for its successful 2022 World Cup bid, the Gulf state has become a natural gas powerhouse 
thanks to the discovery and exploitation of vast oil and gas fields. It also has the highest per capita GDP in the 
world. Naturally, lucrative work opportunities for expats in petrochemicals abound. But opportunities in IT, 
construction and renewable energy are also growing. Therefore, increasing numbers are moving to Qatar reap 
these rewards, tax free. The overwhelming majority settle in Doha but some find work in the industrial cities of 
Mesaieed, Dukhan or Ras Laffan.

Qatar still adheres to Islamic law, to which some expats may struggle to adjust and even the most intrepid will 
be shocked by the searing summer heat and frightfully dangerous roads. 

Procorre can support the placement of consultants taking assignments in Qatar and provide international 
support to ensure a smooth, efficient transition.

Overview
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Loaf of bread QAR 5.68 (£1.01)

1 litre of Milk QAR 6.99 (£1.24)

Glass of beer in a pub (0.5l) QAR 16.28 (£2.89)

Rent per month for 1 bed in the city QAR 8,312.88 (£1,477.01)

Financial

Tax: Life in Qatar is largely tax free. 
There is no income tax, council tax, 
road tax, car tax, television licence 
fee, or VAT in Qatar. The biggest tax 
burden most expats experience is from 
their home country. Check income tax 
obligations on overseas earnings with 
your tax office. 

Economic
Trading partners: Export destinations - 
Japan 26.7%, South Korea 19%, India 12.1%, 
Singapore 5.7%, China 5.4%. 

Imports from - US 14.2%, UAE 11.1%, Saudi Arabia 
8.6%, UK 6.4%, Japan 6%, China 4.8%, Germany 
4.7%, Italy 4.4%, France 4.4%.

Social
Health
Healthcare in Qatar is among the best in the Middle 
East. Both private and public options are available 
for Expatriates and boast cutting-edge medical 
equipment, up-to-date facilities and highly trained 
specialists. Nevertheless, many expats favour private 
care because of the bureaucracy of accessing public 
care. Procorre provides all its consultants with 
comprehensive private medical insurance.  

Public healthcare
Hamad Medical Corporation manages Qatari public 
healthcare. They have created an intricate network 
of hospitals and clinics which provide free treatment 
to local Qataris, and subsidised services for expats. 
To receive public care, expats need to obtain and 
present a health card. Applications can be made 
at Post Offices or recognised healthcare office. 
A passport, residence visa, two passport photos, 
completed application form and a fee are required 
to secure the card. 

A major advantage of doing business in this country Potential hazard / difficulty
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Private healthcare
Private care is available either on a pay as you 
go basis or as a service covered by international 
healthcare providers. Procorre equips consultants 
with comprehensive medical insurance provided by 
Medicare. This assures they will be provided with 
outstanding care should they need it.

Education
The school year runs from September to June.

Most expats send their children to private 
international schools, which offer various curricula, 
including the International Baccalaureate, British, US 
and Indian systems.  However, there is a shortage of 
places so applications should be made as soon as 
possible. The Supreme Education Council of Qatar 
(SEC) provides a list of schools to choose from on 
its website. 

When choosing a school, expat parents have to 
consider travel times (rush hour in Qatar can mean 
many hours commuting each date) and whether 
their children’s qualifications will be internationally 
recognised. The school will also need to be accredited 
by the Qatar National School Accreditation (QNSA) 
for it to be recognised in the student’s home country. 

Cost is also a factor with private schools often 
costing more than 60,000 QAR per year (£10,600) 
without additional expenses like registration fees, 
uniforms and excursions, and most fees are due at 
the beginning of the school year.

When applying, expect to pay a non-refundable 
application fee. Previous school documents, the 
child’s health history, physical exam results and a 
completed application form is also required. Some 
schools also require a letter of recommendation, on-
site entrance exams and a language test.

Home Schooling
Some expats take this option to bypass lengthy 
admission processes. Doha Home Educators (DHE) 
created an organised network for homeschoolers 
in Doha, and regularly organise classroom lessons, 
activities and events. DHE advises parents to follow 
homeschooling regulations of their own countries.

Crime
There are few major concerns when it comes to 
safety in Qatar. Most crime occurs among unskilled 
labourers, although there are concerns about crime 
increasing in the coming years. 

Crimes that do affect western expats are mainly 
petty in nature and include unarmed, opportunistic 
theft, commercial and residential burglary and theft 
from unattended vehicles. The Qatar police force 
has acted to safeguard locals and expats alike and 
provides a high standard of security. The force is 
highly visible and capable.

Financial fraud is a growing concern in Qatar and 
expats are strongly advised to take precautions in 
their financial dealings. Credit and debit card fraud 
also occurs; however, the overall threat is no higher 
than in most Western cities. 

Social etiquette 
Qatari culture and social etiquette is underpinned by 
Islam. While non-Muslim foreigners aren’t expected 
to adhere to its practices, they are expected to be 
sensitive to its principles. Expats, therefore, may 
take time adjusting to the culture shock of moving 
to Qatar. However, since 90% of its population are 
foreigners, Qataris are more tolerant than their 
counterparts in e.g. Saudi Arabia. The adjustment, 
therefore, might not be as difficult as in other Middle 
Eastern countries. 

Gender interactions
Men constitute 66.7% of Qatar’s population and 
women only 33.3%. This is because most expat 
workers are men and the imbalance is noticeable 
when out and about in Doha. It is best to act with 
reserve when greeting members of the opposite 
sex and follow a Qatari’s lead. Some Qatari women 
feel comfortable shaking a man’s hand but men 
shouldn’t initiate a handshake with a Qatari woman. 
Conversely, A Qatari man may refrain from shaking 
hands with a woman. Genders are also strictly 
separated in public schools and universities. 
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Dress
While expats are not bound by the same dress code 
as Muslims, they should still be sensitive to Qatari 
ideas of decency.

Women do not need to cover their heads, faces or 
wear a hijab but they are expected to dress modestly 
so as not to offend the local community. Skirts, 
dresses and loose fitting trousers should be knee-
length, and tank-tops and shirts should cover the 
midriff and shoulder areas. 

Men do not need to dress in the flowing, white 
robes common among locals or wear headpieces, 
but they also need to keep their wardrobe tasteful. 
Shorts should be knee-length and cut-off t-shirts 
should be avoided.

Similarly, bathing suits and sportswear should only 
be worn in appropriate venues. Both men and 
women should be especially vigilant about dressing 
appropriately during they holy month of Ramadan. 
Hotels are generally more permissive when it comes 
to dress but it’s worth keeping the culture in mind 
while travelling to and from. 

Expat women find it useful to keep a shawl in their 
handbag or car to cover up unexpectedly, or for 
chilly air-conditioned interiors.

Gestures/mannerisms
To avoid faux pas, remember:

Business etiquette
With a population consisting of a large number of 
expats, protocols for doing business often depend 
on who is being dealt with. However, it is likely 
expats’ senior colleagues and stakeholders will be 
Qatari or from other Gulf states. 

Arab business culture, therefore, is certainly influential 
and slows the pace of commerce. Punctuality isn’t 
particularly valued; on the contrary, it’s considered 
rude to hurry someone or clock-watch if a meeting 
is running over time. Long lunches are normal, and 
business negotiations can be sluggish.  Qataris tend 
to cultivate relationships before doing any business.

Qatari business women may be uncomfortable 
conducting one on one meetings with male 
colleagues and may insist on others being present, 
this should be respected. Similarly whilst some Qatari 
women may feel comfortable shaking a man’s hand, 
many others would not and men should refrain 
from initiating a handshake with a Qatari woman.  
A Qatari man may refrain from shaking hands with 
a woman. 

Likewise refraining from European style kissing is 
highly recommended. 

Qatar ranks at 50th out of 189 countries in The 
World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business survey for 
2015. The emirate is rated as the easiest country in 
the world to pay taxes in and it does well when it 
comes to dealing with construction permits (23rd) 
and getting electricity (40th). Conversely, getting 
credit (131st) can be difficult.

Lifestyle 
Life in Qatar revolves around two things: money 
and the weather. Both impact nearly everything. For 
example, outside of the scorching summer, residents 
can enjoy dune bashing, camel racing, fishing 
excursions, boat trips, weekly hotel beach parties 
and desert expeditions. 

 • Not to show the sole of your shoe when seated  

  with a Qatari.

 • To use your right hand for shaking hands and  

  eating – even for left-handed people. The left is  

  considered unclean.

 • Not to expect alcohol or pork at a Qatari-hosted  

  function. Expats shouldn’t offer it to Muslims at  

  their events either.

 • To treat religious discussions gently. Attempting to  

  convert someone to another faith is illegal. Trying  

  to convert someone of a different faith (especially  

  a Qatari) can be punishable by deportation or 

  even arrest.
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During summer however, soaring temperatures and 
humidity can be oppressive and empty towns. 
Doha doesn’t have a ‘downtown’ area for walking 
and window shopping. Uninhabited desert, 
coastal reserves and a few city parks are as close to 
‘countryside’ as expats will get. Qatar also boasts 
first-rate museums, cultural events, a beautiful 
coastline and striking desert views.

However, the expat community is tight-knit and new 
arrivals can easily make friends by taking up a sport 
or starting a conversation with their neighbours. 
And there are many mums’ groups and activities for 
children in Doha. 

Things to do
Museum of Islamic Art
A must visit, a full sensory overload from the minute 
you see the exterior’s beautiful post-modern design.

Souq Waqif – as Doha doesn’t have a downtown 
area, the souq is probably the best place to wander 
around, do some shopping and visit the many cafes 
and restaurants tucked away. 

Food and Drink
Hospitality is highly prized by Qataris; it is considered 
rude not to extend this to strangers. Tea, coffee, 
food, and a cool place to sit should be offered to any 
visitor. Conversely, it is rude not to accept hospitality.

Qatari cusine is influenced by Arabic, Persian, 
Indian and more recently Western cuisine. Seafood 
is a stable as are dates, with meat and fish 
usually served with spiced rice from a communal 
platter. Fresh almonds are considered a delicacy  
and enjoyed often.

The main meal in Qatar is traditionally serviced at 
lunch time, with the evening meal being lighter, 
however as more and more Qataris find themselves 
working more traditionally western hours (without 
the lengthy break over midday) the evening meal is 
increasing in importance, as the only meal a family 
can share together. 

The most important meal of the week is served at 

midday on a Friday, following morning prayers. 

Coffee is central to Qatari food cultural, made 
in the Arabic fashion; lightly roasted and spiced  
with cardamom.  

While prohibited in Islam, alcohol is still on offer if 
you know where to look. Most five star hotels have 
licences, and they host several restaurants and bars. 
Members-only clubs, e.g. rugby and golf clubs, serve 
alcohol and drinking at home is possible too. With 
their employer’s permission, residents can apply for 
an alcohol permit which allows them to shop in the 
country’s only off-licence, QDC; though residents 
can only spend 10% of their basic salary on alcohol 
each month. It’s worth noting too that Qatar has a 
zero-tolerance approach to drink driving.

Pork is now on sale in just one shop: QDC (the 
alcohol shop). There’s an increasing range on offer, 
but it’s strictly for home use only - you won’t find it 
served up by any restaurant in Qatar. 

Working Hours/holidays
The working week in Qatar typically runs from 
Sunday to Thursday, but hours will vary between 
companies. Expats in senior positions should expect 
to work overtime and on weekends.

Banks, schools and government agencies often 
favour beginning and ending the day early, running 
from 7.30am to 3.30pm. Shops and trading 
companies may opt for dividing their day between 
8am to 1pm, and 4pm to 7pm, missing the main 
heat of the day. 

On the other hand, corporations and small-business 
owners may enforce a more standardised work day 
from 8.30am to 5.30pm. 

There are three public holidays in Qatar:

 • Eid al-Fitr, July, 3 days’ holiday 

 • Eid al-adha, September, 3 days’ holiday 

 • National day, December, 1 day
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During the month of Ramadan, working days are 
usually shortened to 5 or 6 hours. Its timing can vary 
by 10-12 days but the last few years it has occurred 
in the summer.

During Ramadan, Muslims fast during daylight 
hours, all restaurants remain closed until 
sunset and non-Muslims are asked to refrain 
from eating or drinking in public during the 
hours of fasting. 

No alcohol is sold or served in the whole of the 
country for the entire month.  

Exit Permits
Under the sponsorship (Kafala) system, every expat 
employee brought into the country is linked to a 
single employer. This means that they decide when 
expat employees are allowed to leave the country, 
even for emergency visits home. 

How this is handled depends on the employer. 
Some allow high-ranking employees to apply for 
annual “multi-exit permits”, meaning that they are 
free to come and go whenever they please. Other 
companies, however, insist on individual applications 
for each trip. In some cases, this is handled well, 
with a 24-hour emergency service in place. Other 
employees are not so lucky. Therefore, expats should 
identify prospective employers’ emergency exit 
permit procedures. 

Accommodation 
Housing in Qatar can be very expensive. 
The most desirable housing for foreign workers is on 
expat compounds. The compounds resemble walled 
suburbs and have 24-hour security and all other 
amenities required for comfortable expat living. 
Accommodation in such a compound is sometimes 
provided by an employer/client. 

Families with children often prefer the compounds 
for safety and security. The presence of other families 
with shared values can also be attractive, and 
establish friendships and a sense of camaraderie.

Compounds comprise as few as six or many hundred 
units. Most have a shared swimming pool and a club 
house with gym equipment. Some of the larger and 
more upmarket compounds have luxury facilities, 
including small supermarkets, tennis courts, squash 
facilities and, in some cases, restaurants.  

Expat compounds in Qatar come fully furnished (FF), 
precluding the need for expats to ship belongings 
overseas. However, unfurnished (UF) and semi-
furnished (SF) options are also available, but expats 
would have to bear shipping costs with this option.

Expats should expect to pay one year’s rent up front 
and most expats choose to make the payment with 
a number of post-dated cheques; although, those 
who can afford to pay in one lump sum can often 
leverage a lower price.

Utilities are not usually included, but these costs are 
reasonable thanks to government subsidies. 
Some expats rent outside of compounds in stand-
alone villas and apartments.

Villas typically have four bedrooms or more, and 
often have a small enclosed garden area. Apartments 
and flats are fairly abundant in Doha. Choices 
range from small one-bedroom apartments in busy 
downtown areas to large five-bedroom apartments 
in upmarket buildings close to the ocean.

Most apartments are rented fully furnished. If 
choosing an apartment or flat in an older built-
up or busy area with dated buildings, expats 
should proceed with the utmost caution. Broken 
appliances, furniture and undesirable neighbours 
can be a grind. When rent is low, landlords tend to 
shift maintenance issues onto tenants.

When sourcing their accommodation, expats should 
use a local real estate agent. Otherwise, listings are 
available in the classifieds section of the English 
newspaper, the Gulf Times, as well as on supermarket 
boards and reality web sites.

Since temperatures soar in summer, tenants should 
ensure accommodation has air conditioning. 
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Transport 
Public transport in Qatar
There is practically no public transport in Qatar. There 
is a bus network, but one would be hard pressed to 
find a Western expat who would have used it. 

Most expats either have their own vehicles, hire a car 
or use the relatively inexpensive and easy-to-book 
local Karwa taxis. There are also a few private taxi 
companies operating in Qatar, but these are slightly 
more expensive.

Travelling by car
The greatest safety threat to expats in Qatar is road 
travel. Traffic accidents are frighteningly common - 
Qatar has the highest rate of road accidents per capita 
– and are caused by dangerous and unpredictable 
driving. Statistically, the most dangerous time to 
drive is on a Sunday and Monday between 6pm and 
9pm. This is when most fatalities occur. 

There are four main ring roads that loop around 
Doha but traffic jams are still common, particularly 
in the morning and early evening rush hours. 
Traffic is infamously bad on Thursday and Friday 
nights, especially heading towards the Malls and  
the Corniche.

Road signs are in English and Arabic, but are often 
vague. Street names, intersections and roundabouts 
have official names, but are occasionally known 
locally as something completely different.

Expats should inquire about the official and colloquial 
place and street names when asking for directions. 
If you do plan on driving, please note your national 
driving licence will allow permit you to drive in Qatar 
for 7 days, after this you must have an international 
driving permit which is valid for six months. 

A Qatari licence is required if you are staying for 
more than 6 months. Only UK nationals and a few 
others aren’t required to take the written and road 
tests. You will also need to complete an eyesight 
exam. The initial driving licence costs 250 QAR 

 
 
 

(£44) and must be renewed every five years for the  
same amount.

You can find most of the licence application forms 
online in English at the Ministry of Interior’s Traffic 
Department, which avoids multiple trips to the 
actual office. 

In theory, driving is governed by these rules: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
    cont...

 •  Drive on the right-hand side of the road

 •  The minimum legal age for driving a car is 18

 •  It is illegal to use a mobile phone while driving

 •  Wearing seatbelts is compulsory for front-seat

    passengers

 •  Drink driving is strictly prohibited; there is a 

   zero-tolerance policy on alcohol levels 

 •  A valid licence is required for all drivers, and all

    vehicles must be registered with the Ministry of  

   Interior’s Traffic Department. Registration is valid  

   for a year and then must be renewed annually

 •  Insurance is mandatory for all vehicles, and must 

   be purchased in order to register the vehicle

 •  Driving licence and registration documents must 

   be carried in the vehicle at all times

 •  Police must be called whenever an accident  

   occurs, although vehicles can be moved to the side 

  of the road in the case of minor collisions. 

  Traffic police determine who is at fault in  

  minor collisions
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Political

Qatar is a constitutional monarchy 
headed by Emir Tamin bin Hamad Al 
Thani. The emir exercises full executive 
power. Sharia (Islamic law) is the primary 
source of legislation. The emir approves 
or rejects legislation after consultation 
with the appointed 35-member Advisory 
Council and cabinet. However, Qatar has 
become renowned for its comparatively 
liberal policies that include women’s 
suffrage, redrafting the Constitution, 
and even allowing the launch of leading 
English and Arabic news source Al 
Jazeera. Moreover, Qatar was one 
of several Middle Eastern states that 
weren’t affected by the 2011 Arab 
Spring and its fallout. The government 
remains popular and political opposition 
is limited.

While Qatar isn’t immune to the threat 
of Islamist extremism - high numbers of 
western expats and growing involvement 
in political affairs increase its likelihood – 
Qatar’s efficient counter-terrorism unit is 
well equipped to foil potential attacks

Environmental
Terrain: Mostly flat and barren desert covered with 
loose sand and gravel.

Pollution/air quality: Pollution has 
increased over the past few years, 
due to sand and dust created by 
manufacturing, soaring numbers of 
construction projects, and increasing 
road congestion, as the main issues. 
Doha is now the 12th most polluted in
city in the world. Its average level 
of PM2.5 – small and fine particles 
dangerous to health – is 93 ug/m3. By 
comparison, London’s average level is 
around 8 ug/m3.

Hazards: Haze, dust storms and sandstorms

Biodiversity: Qatar is home to a wide range of 
wildlife and vegetation. Bird life is among the 
richest anywhere in the Arabian Gulf; and the desert 
is home to rodents, foxes, hare, honey badgers, 
golden jackal, monitor lizards and horned vipers. 
And dugongs and sea turtles aren’t uncommon in 
its shallow, turquoise seas.

British Embassy  
in Doha, 
West Bay, Dafna Area, 
Onaiza Zone 66, 
Al Shabab Street,  
PO Box 3, Doha

Tel: +974 4496 2000

French Embassy  
in Doha, 
West Bay,  
Diplomatic area,  
Doha 

Tel: +974 4402 1777

Indian Embassy  
in Doha, 
Villa No 19, Street No. 
828, Area No. 42, Wadi 
Al Neel, Old Hilal Area, 
P.O. Box 2788, Doha

Tel: +974 4425 5777

Germany Embassy  
in Doha, 
6, Al-Jazira,  
Al-Arabiya Street, 
P.O. Box 3064 Doha 

Tel: +974  4408 2300

Foreign Embassies


